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	Background to Project

When analysing UCAS destination data for 2007 entry to Higher Education it was noticed that 15 students had withdrawn from the application process and 42 were not  placed. It was decided to follow up these students to discover their current situation, why they found themselves in this situation and what their future plans were. They were also asked what had influenced their decisions and whether more could have been done to support them during their time at Worcester SFC.


	Project Approach

Identification of students from UCAS lists and a telephone survey of some.



	Describe the Project from start to finish

The destinations and intentions of some withdrawn/not placed students were already known as a result of information provided to Connexions and to College for completion of the destinations booklet. A selection of these and 'destinations unknown' students were contacted by phone and asked to respond to a short questionnaire.

10 of the 15 withdrawn students were available during the evenings and their answers to the questionnaire was were recorded by the duty receptionist. 11 of the not placed students also participated in the questionnaire. The answers were then analysed by Pauline Mason.

The results showed that of all the 57 'lost' students, 77% were currently working, 12% had secured a place in HE for 07 entry and 9% had entered FE. Only one student was currently unemployed, but destinations were still unknown for 19%.

Of the 21students interviewed the following conclusions were drawn:

76% were enjoying their current activity. Some did not answer the question and only one students was unhappy with their current situation. Several expressed satisfaction with their new incomes.

81% were intending to apply for HE, mostly for 2008 entry - effectively they are currently engaged in a 'gap year'.

The students classified as withdrawn did so for a variety of reasons; only 2 received no offers. The rest decided not to apply in 07 simply because they had changed their mind and wanted to take time out to earn money and clarify their course choice. 55% of those classified by UCAS as not placed claimed to have changed their mind about University beforehand and presumably rejected any offers made.Only 2 students missed their offers. The majority felt they had made realistic applications at the time.

62% of the students questioned identified College as their main source of advice and guidance, with 39% of these specifically mentioning Student Services. Most of the students had had a careers interview (at least 62% at WSFC).  The internet (29%) was the second most common source of IAG, then equally between HEIs and family ((11%) 

Students stated a variety of influencing factors on their decision making regarding HE. 52% quoted the courses chosen and qualifications gained at WSFC, with friends and family influencing 33%. The latter was more significant for the 'withdrawn' group.

91% thought there was nothing more that WSFC could do to help them - the remainder would have like more help from their teacher/tutor. 86% said that there was nothing additional that they wished they'd known in Sixth Form - one student said he'd wished he'd listened to his tutor!



	Lessons Learned

The majority of withdrawn/unplaced students are happy with their situation, have future plans in hand and are satisfied with the support offered by College. Therefore they  need not be a major cause for concern. 



	Recommendations

It would be useful to track those students who intended to progress on to HE to measure their success in gaining a place.




