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PROJECT CLOSURE FORM
	Title of Project: 

Enhancing the progression of BTEC National Business Studies students into higher education



	Author: 

Mark Snow



	Organisation: 

Worcester Sixth Form College



	Employer Involvement (if Applicable)



	Background to Project: 

The project was used to bring the Business teams of the University of Worcester and Worcester Sixth Form together to plan an improved progression agreement, and to plan additional activities such as the Entrepreneurship Day taking place in September 2010 and the visit to the new University of Worcester site in October 2010 both of which are designed to encourage links between the two institutions.



	Project Approach:

A number of meetings have been held both to discuss the suitability of a discounted offer for BTEC National students and how this can be administered effectively and the organisation of a number of events focused on the BTEC National students involving both institutions.



	Describe the Project from start to finish:

As regards the discounted offer we have agreed that BTEC National Business Studies students will be required to gain MMM plus a D at AS rather than the DMM that will generally be required by the University for entry onto the Business course for 2011. In addition, students will need to meet a number of criteria in relation to attendance and the meeting of deadlines and to meet with a member of the University of Worcester to discuss their application.




	Lessons Learned:

The success of the project is the result of the commitment of both institutions in improving the progression of BTEC National Business students. Through the process we have developed a better understanding of the activities both institutions can collaborate on and how these can be utilised to further extend the progression opportunities of BTEC National Business students.  In terms of planning, the process has taken longer than first thought largely due to staff commitments and the building works taking place at the university.



	Recommendations:

The project will be implemented at the beginning of 2010-11. It is envisaged that further opportunities for collaboration across other vocational groups and perhaps other institutions can be developed from this.



	Plan for Dissemination:

The project will be discussed within both institutions. Within Worcester Sixth Form, we will discuss this with other BTEC National groups in the hope of developing further links across a range of subjects. We will discuss the progress of the project with all our BTEC National Business students both in groups and individually on an ongoing basis to examine both its effectiveness and how it can be improved. Throughout 2010-11 it is envisaged that representatives of the two meetings will meet regularly and at the end of the year we will review the project and consider ways in which it could be developed hopefully extending it further.




