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	Title of Project

Mylearningtube in HE



	Author

Peter Kilcoyne



	Organisation

Worcester College of Technology



	Employer Involvement (If Applicable)

N/A



	Background to Project

The project aimed to look at how students and staff would make use of video in teaching and learning when provided with “cheap” handheld video cameras. 

We felt this innovation was timely as small handheld video cameras that are now available are reasonably priced and very easy to use and upload videos from. When this is put together with simple editing software such as Microsoft movie maker and an Open Source web based video sharing platform OStube (www.mylearningtube.co.uk)  we have the potential for staff and students to create edit and share course related video content.

This innovation is also timely as many students are already doing this kind of activity in their personal lives recording videos and uploading them to platforms such as youtube, facebook and myspace. 

We also hoped to look at impact of installing a bespoke video system in our lecture theatre to capture lectures and screen activity but unfortunately there were a number of problems with the instillation process that took a long time for the contractors to resolve which meant the system was not ready in time to be used actively in this project. It is working now though and we have plans to roll out over the next academic year. 



	Project Approach

The key features of the project approach were

· Selection of hardware and software

· Identifying courses and staff to work with on this project

· Distribution of cameras

· Providing initial training to staff and students involved in the use of cameras and the mylearningtube site

· Holding discussions with individual staff and course teams on useful applications of this technology to support teaching and learning

· Sharing of best practice between course teams

· Ongoing reflective evaluation of successful applications as well as any issues arising

· Disseminating project outcomes within and beyond the college



	Describe the Project from start to finish

The project began with the selection and purchase of cameras. Initial discussions were held with a number of HE courses and Fashion, Theatrical Make up, IT, Public Services and Graphics. Training in using the cameras, the mylearningtube platform and the use of MS Movie Maker was given to staff and where requested students involved. 

Once people were confident in using the technology a number of discussions were held with course teams and individuals on the use of the cameras and the mylearningtube platform. Over the project videos many were made by students and staff in all groups the most common uses were student presentations, creating videos for assessment, videos of student work for portfolio use and demonstrations by staff of skills that students needed to learn. 

Not all videos produced were uploaded to mylearningtube though. IT and Sport in particular uploaded a lot of their videos into their Moodle courses where they could only be viewed by course members.



	Lessons Learned

· Video has the potential to be a useful method for student assessment, recording presentations and 

· Students and staff with moderate IT skills can with support engage in creating, editing and uploading their own video content.

· Some students and staff prefer to upload video content to “private” password protected areas such as moodle courses rather than publically  available places such as mylearningtube



	Recommendations

· Other providers should consider following this approach to creating and sharing video content

· This approach should be further rolled out across the college



	Plan for Dissemination

· Have done presentations on this at Molenet and RSC JISC events (molenet is run by the LSC funded LSN organised m-learning team)

· Sharing findings with other Herefordshire and Worcestershire Colleges though meetings

· Written article on mylearningtube for Molenet m-learning publication




