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PROJECT CLOSURE FORM

	Title of Project

Development of a BA Top Up in Fashion & Surface Pattern for the University of Worcester in partnership with Worcester College of Technology



	Author

Margaret McDonough



	Organisation

Worcester College of Technology



	Employer Involvement (If Applicable)

None



	Background to Project

To work in partnership with the University of Worcester’s Institute of Humanities and Creative Arts.  To provide the students from the FD Fashion and Surface Pattern course with a progression route onto the University’s BA Hons Art and Design pathway.

For WCT and UW to develop a number of appropriate level 6 Modules in Fashion and Surface Pattern to bridge the gap between level 3, 4 and 5, He qualifications in the area.

To produce core/mandatory modules to ensure flexibility of choice for students entering the programme and to widen their employability into the industry giving speciality where required.

To develop an HE programme that will be developed with employer engagement and the needs of industry at its core.



	Project Approach

WCT in collaboration with UW to write a BA Top Up degree pathway for FD Fashion and Surface Pattern students from WCT and other HEI’s, offering compatible qualification and progression routes.

To be ready for intake for students for October 2011.

To follow the UW Module specification template, adhering to relevant learning outcomes and benchmark statements.  To meet UW quality standards at each stage of writing.  To market the course as a full time and part time to ensure it captures level 5 and industry based students.



	Describe the Project from start to finish

Initially the response to the project was good, both WCT and UW specialist staff buying in to the aims and objectives of the project.  The first FD Fashion and Surface Pattern cohort had completed its first year but not without a number of withdrawals.

More serious for the project aims was the extremely poor recruitment in its second year.  With only four students enrolling in October 2010 and only seven progressing into the second year, the course was identified at IHCA as being at risk.

In a follow up meeting with UW and WCT staff it was decided that the Institute could not proceed with the development of a bespoke Top Up for Fashion and Surface Pattern at this time and in light of the poor recruitment to the FD Module development was put on hold.

As the second years progressed through the course they were disappointed that they would not be able to progress to level 6 at UW and two made enquiries with Wolverhampton University and Birmingham University.

Due to the success of the completing students and the high quality of work they produced (they did exceptionally well in ARTD3009 Professional Practice) and taking into account the EE report which comments on the lack of opportunity for progression, the staff at UW have agreed to look at intake into the BA Hons Art and Design Top Up with the addition of two specialist Modules in Fashion and Surface Pattern.

This opportunity should be available for October 2012.



	Lessons Learned

The lack of marketing of the new FD Fashion and Surface Pattern course during its first year on behalf of WCT certainly impacted on the poor recruitment and the subsequent concerns on behalf of UW IHCA as to the viability of a bespoke Top Up provision.

Collaborative marketing opportunities have often been raised at Course Team, IHCA and Strategic Planning meeting levels but no directives or practical outcomes have been identified.



	Recommendations

The collaborative course team will meet in Sept 2011 to identify two specialist Modules to be written which could be developed through the existing ARTD 2031 Extension Module and a pathway option identified from the existing Modules offered at level 6.

New course documentation needs to be raised and approved at Nov APC to allow for the course to be offered via UCAS website and UW Course listings.



	Plan for Dissemination

None at this stage.




