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	Title of Project

Professional Doctorate


	Author

Carla Solvason


	Organisation

UW


	Employer Involvement (If Applicable)

n/a


	Background to Project
Project commissioned by UW to investigate higher level vocational and progression opportunities in Herefordshire, Worcestershire and further afield, through a study of the market and potential for a professional doctorate.


	Project Approach
Desk based research involving telephone interviews with curriculum leaders at UW, survey of regionally available professional doctorates, and assessment of potential student demand


	Describe the Project from start to finish
The project was short term (10 days in total) and had very specific goals (see above). It was essential that the research was properly conducted and presented in a way that held credibility with the target readership of university academics. The successful applicant who carried out the project was a PhD research student based in the Graduate Research School. The commissioning group required a succinct summary of opportunities and constraints (including subject specific ones) in the professional doctorate market, to inform its deliberations about development of this qualification


	Lessons Learned
The project was extremely successful, and in fact is being replicated as a similar model has been employed to investigate the MRes qualification (though not to be funded by the LLN!). It was important to be very clear about the specification for the project, and this resulted in a tight, readable and useful report. 

	Recommendations
The report has been considered by the commissioning group in the university, and its recommendations are being incorporated into course development. Partner institutions in the LLN wil benefit from the availability of the qualification concerned as staff in those institutions will be well qualified to benefit from following the programme themselves.


	Plan for Dissemination
The report is available to all LLN members, and has been disseminated to the commissioning group (see above)



