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	Background to Project

The University of Worcester has established a reputation for Coach Development and Applied Sports Studies. It has also built up a national and international reputation for the development of Basketball coaches. In response to its high reputation the University of Worcester has developed links with the Academy for Physical Education in Lithuania, the Lithuanian Basketball Federation, and FIBA Europe in order to create a L7 award that sets the international benchmark for basketball coach development. To research and develop an MSc programme that will provide progression for sports students with an interest in basketball coaching; provide opportunities for new and existing basketball coaches to study at higher level, and stimulate research into basketball coaching.  The project aims to develop the MSc for delivery in August 2010.The development of the new MSc will provide progression opportunities for coaching students as well as increasing the opportunities for professional and amateur basketball coaches to develop new skills and knowledge and gain a higher level award. As such it will meet the needs of employers and fit with the FIBA , EB and the LKF coaching schemes. It will widen access to higher education in this vocational area and develop a centre of excellence through collaboration between the leading bodies in Europe. The new MSc is an innovative project that seeks to provide opportunities to study at L7 for learners who would not normally be attracted to a formal university programme. It is anticipated that many of the applicants will use APL and APEL to access the course.  The learning and teaching will be based around good practice at University of Worcester and informed by current research, and the project will investigate the opportunities for developing blended learning and distance learning elements. 


	Project Approach

The project will be developed by staff at University of Worcester. It will be developed in four sections: Research into employer needs / vocational relevance / student demand; Research into existing provision; Course validation and; Development of modules and course materials


	Describe the Project from start to finish

The career opportunities available in the wider basketball industry are expanding, and the expansion appears set to continue into the foreseeable future (FIBA, 2007).  Many basketball practitioners consider the application of sport coaching science as an important component of everyday training and competition, and FIBA & Lithuanian Basketball Federation & British Basketball Federation recognise coaching science as an integral part of their sports development and success.  In order to apply for accreditation as an applied practitioner, a related post-graduate qualification is desirable.
This course will produce graduates with a greater disciplinary balance and greater understanding of the integration of the various academic sub-disciplines and the impact of basketball coaching science.

The development of the MSc was led, validated and awarded by the Institute of Sport & Exercise Science at the University of Worcester, and therefore has the additional international/European recruitment attraction of a UK based postgraduate academic qualification. 

Following preliminary discussions, the first meeting to progress the nature and content of the proposed MSc took place at the Lithuanian Academy of Physical Education, Kaunas, Lithuania on the 20th January 2009.  Following initial presentations regarding the profile of the two academic institutions, the acknowledgement of the expanse of relevant expertise held around the table and appreciation of the ‘planning and procedures’ that would need to be adhered to for smooth validation of the programme, discussion focussed on the nature of the programme and the key components essential for its success.  These included: Clear alignment with relevant employer/accreditation frameworks within the countries involved and if possible FIBA Europe; Expectation of the need for the programme to provide synergy between the skills and attributes required by academic study and those required for professional implementation; Consideration if the programme can encompass all coaching levels from children, schools, community, & development to elite league and national teams; Emphasis for the programme to be research informed and led; Achievement of financial support for the programme development and delivery at least in the short term; Development of a suite of attractive modules to be delivered at Kaunas and Worcester using contact and distance learning methods

Course documentation was drafted and distributed to all parties.

Following this a further meeting with external advisors was conducted and their feedback included within the course documentation.

Course documentation submitted to ARC for approval


	Lessons Learned

Before travelling to another country it is important to issue draft thoughts and agreements to enrich discussions. Also to learn about systems within partner organisations as soon as possible. The strength of the partnership (prior to academic meetings) proved to be an invaluable strength.


	Plan for Dissemination

Following the 1st series of lectures with the 1st cohort, feedback from staff and students will be collated and disseminated to all interested parties.
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