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	Background to Project

DVD film and video have been used in a variety of educational contexts as part of a blended learning approach. Specifically, DVD films have been used on courses such as Media and Cultural Studies, Geography and English Language at the University of Worcester. These films include educational films that have been made on specific topics, as well as films available via commercial DVDs and websites such as YouTube. This project sought to explore and assess whether such films enhance student learning by drawing on student perceptions and experiences of using DVD film. 


	Project Approach

The project sought to assess the effectiveness of DVD films as part of a blended learning approach. In addition, it was hoped that recommendations would be suggested regarding the best use of DVD films in teaching and learning. In order to do this it was necessary to access student perceptions regarding current use of DVD films in learning and teaching. Hence, a researcher was appointed to gain insight into the student experience. 


	Describe the Project from Start to Finish

The researcher began by accessing student perceptions about the use of DVD film in their learning through the use of questionnaires. 134 students from the three main subject areas participated in this survey.  The questionnaire consisted of open ended questions regarding the current use of video and closed questions regarding demographic variables.  The open ended questions focused on whether the use of film clips facilitated their learning, as well as assessing how film was being used in seminars and lectures. The project then progressed to gain more in-depth qualitative information through the use of semi-structured interviews. Twenty interviews were conducted with students from the three subject areas.  The interviews were conducted by the researcher who encouraged students to talk about their experiences of DVD film being used in lectures and seminars.  Hence, a wealth of information was obtained and analysed in a draft report. This information has been shared at the Learning and Teaching Conference at Worcester University, as well as having been included as an extended abstract in the Worcester Journal of Learning and Teaching. 


	Lessons Learned

There are a number of issues that have been identified regarding the use of DVD film in teaching and learning. 
· Students commented that occasionally the DVD film clips were too long and took up too much time in lectures
· Students also drew on past experience of DVD film being passively shown at school rather than being used to engage student learning. 
· DVD film can be an effective tool as part of a blended learning approach in teaching and learning, however, the purpose of why a DVD film clip is being used needs to be ascertained. 
· If used appropriately, DVD film definitely enhanced student learning. For example, one student commented about video that formed the basis of a seminar discussion ‘When I watched it at home on my own later, I found out things that I missed before’.  


	Recommendations

There are a number of recommendations from this project that will enhance the effectiveness of DVD film in teaching and learning. 
· Students want to know which DVD film material to access and which to ignore on sites such as YouTube. Hence, it is important for lecturers to signpost students to specific DVD film clips. 
· Students need to be taught how to read DVD film in a critical manner rather than passively viewing the film clips
· DVD film needs to be clearly introduced. The relevance and importance of the content of the film also needs to be made clear. 
· Students suggested that DVD film should be introduced in lectures or seminars before links are put onto a Virtual Learning Environment. They also stressed the importance of being able to access DVD film in their own time in order to follow up various topics and themes. 
· DVD film should be used as part of a number of different approaches. 


	Plan for Dissemination

· Preliminary findings were shared at the 7th Annual Learning and Teaching Conference, Supporting Student Learning 2009.
· Findings have also been published in Worcester Journal of Learning and Teaching, University of Worcester Academic Development and Practice Unit, Issue 2 - Special Conference Edition, July 2009,
· Other planned dissemination include submission to The Media Education Research Journal as a research report.
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