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	Title of Project

Bridging Programme for Herefordshire PCT Cadet Nurses to Higher Education Nursing Programmes November 2009.



	Author

Patrice Roberts, Senior Lecturer, Pre-registration Nursing



	Organisation

University of Worcester & Hereford PCT



	Employer Involvement

Planning stage prior to delivery – not conducted by author of this report.



	Background to Project

The project aimed to develop a bridging programme to enable Herefordshire Primary Care Trust (PCT) cadet students to progress seamlessly onto the University of Worcester nursing programme or to the range of Foundation Degree programmes currently available using study skills as a method to potentially improve attrition rates, whilst simultaneously better prepare students for Higher Education courses.



	Project Approach

1.1 Essentially this was a study skill course for the cadet nurses of 6 weeks duration

1.2 Rationale - recent concerns about the attrition rates of this group of students on UW programmes.

· Bridging programme to include a range of study skills

· An evaluation of the project

· APL opportunities onto level Diploma in HE Nursing/ Foundation Degree

· Progression Agreement between the PCT and UW

1.3 The author was approached by Robert Dudley and a meeting was convened with Elizabeth Davies-Ward to discuss the aims of the project – previous negotiations had been made with the Hereford PCT team prior to the authors’ involvement. 

The original plan was to open the course to year 2 students but the group attending consisted of a mix of year one and year two. The timetable below outlines the course.

Week

Date 

Time 

Session content 

1

11/11/09

09.30-16.00

Introduction to course. Ground rules. Note taking.

2

18/11/09

09.30-16.00

Note taking with purpose. Reading with purpose  

Applying for University  - guest speaker Jo Rouse

3

25/11/09

09.30-16.00

Essay writing part 1 

Sorting out references – books, journals and internet.

Using the internet as a learning tool

4

2/12/09

09.30-16.00

Visit to University of Worcester 

5

9/12/09

09.30-16.00

Essay writing part 2 using references 

6

16/12/09

09.30-16.00

Evaluation 



	Description of the Project from start to finish
The author of this report was approached by Robert Dudley to facilitate the project. A meeting was held between the author Robert Dudley and Elizabeth Davies-Ward to outline the aims and how this could be fulfilled. Alongside this meeting Elizabeth Davies-Ward was liaising with Sharon Hempton-Smith and Helen Mapp from the PC – the results of these meetings was conveyed to me though I was not asked to attend.
At the beginning it was believed that this would involve 9 nurse cadets and so time was spent preparing for each session taking on board that these students are studying at NVQ and writing essays and the content of the programme would be unfamiliar.
On the first day 24 students attended and registers were taken for the PCT’s records and the attendance varied slightly until day 6 when only 13 students attended. Two students attended from a private nursing home.

 As the tutor for the course I had no knowledge of the students and so the first day was spent getting to know them and discussing their experience of study in order that an adapted plan could be made for the teaching. Ground rules were debated and a list produced. Many students were not used to this type of negotiation and had to be reminded frequently of what had been agreed. Throughout the course mobile phones and texting were a bone of contention.

The venue was the PCT training room at Widemarsh street in Hereford which contained desks and chairs sufficient for the course needs. Internet access would have been a useful tool for the content of some of the sessions – therefore the visit to University was used to cover this aspect.
Each week was spent exploring the topics. I was unwell on week five and a substitute teacher covered this topic.

The plan for the evaluation day was to bring together what the students had learnt and that they would have an essay written and referenced by the end of the session.

This plan proved to be unpopular and so the time was spent discussing their experience and completing the evaluation form that I had devised.
The form was designed to elicit information regarding each session and what the student had personally gained from the experience.


	Lessons Learned

From the authors’ experience with this group of potential University students this is a worthwhile project. Many of the students had no real experience of studying and found the course challenging. For example one student evaluation form commented upon essay writing “Its more complex than it seems” (Students grammar) and another “Planning makes it easier”.

Homework to prepare for following sessions was another new concept for these students and so maybe a preparation pack prior to the course explaining how students can prepare for learning would be a useful development.

The day is too long – most students were unable to concentrate beyond 14.30

Internet access is needed as standard.



	Recommendations

2.1 Internet access at point of delivery.

2.2 Courses are organised for those students without “A” levels prior to applying for places at University to demonstrate study skills required for Higher Education.

2.3 University visit with a discussion with current students as a standard feature of future courses

2.4 The course is run on half days with individual tutorial time planned for the afternoon

2.5 Potential students for the course are given some reading prior to the start of the course.



	Plan for Dissemination

Report to be sent to Long Life Learning for further dissemination

Robert Dudley




