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	Title of Project 
Producing student interviews for Worcester Community Radio



	Author

Claire Wolfe


	Organisation

University of Worcester


	Employer Involvement (If Applicable)
Claire Wolfe, Project Leader and HPL Rachel Ammonds



	Background to Project

Worcester Community radio is a relatively new organisation, and it broadcasts via FM to Worcester and the surrounding communities. It is also available worldwide via the internet. It has links with both UW and WCT in terms of Board membership. This project has been developed by Claire Wolfe, a senior lecturer in Journalism at UW (and Board member). The aim is to provide information about the benefits of higher education to a young local listenership. The project will provide funding to employ UW journalism students to carry out 20 interviews with students from a range of different backgrounds and courses across UW and WCT . These will be played on the radio and put onto wider Horizons as case studies.



	Project Approach

Claire and Rachel Ammond (an HPL) will liaise with the radio station to ensure that we produce material which they can use. They will then ask interested students who have completed the module on radio journalism to apply for the work. They will liaise with student services at/or Student Union at WCT and UW to identify a range of students to be interviewed. Students will conduct and edit the interview using UW equipment. 



	Describe the Project from start to finish

Rachel Ammonds identified suitable students who then themselves found suitable interviewees and carried out interviews and edited them into packages for output.



	Lessons Learned
The journalism students who took part in the project enjoyed the experience and gained confidence and satisfaction from it. They have paid employment to add to their CVs and have been given more valuable recording experience, helping prepare them for potential future careers in journalism.
It is not always easy to identify potential interviewees who fit the criteria and who are willing to be recorded. Once they have been indentified being able to arrange a mutually convenient time for an interview to be conducted with on of the students taking part in the project, can again be problematic.



	Recommendations
The project was a great success for the students who participated, and could easily be repeated on a regular basis, giving up-to-date material and first hand experiences of taking part in higher education in Worcester.
If such a project were to be repeated, students involved should sign a contract early on in the process and be given set deadlines to meet.
Consideration needs to be given to the length of time it can take to find suitable interviewees.



	Plan for Dissemination
The material is with the community radio station Youthcomm for regular broadcast throughout the day.
There is also scope to have the interviews available via the Lifelong Learning Network website and on the University of Worcester website.



