Project Title: 14-19 Diploma and HE Alignment

Background

This project is necessitated by the transformation of the 14-19 curriculum and the arrival in Higher Education of learners with new qualifications. 

In 2013 it will be a legal requirement that all learners in England’s schools will have access to 14 Diploma Lines of Learning, offered at Levels 1 (Foundation), 2 (Higher) and 3 (Advanced) and 3 more (Science, Humanities and Languages) at Level 3 only. These Diplomas are aimed at learners across the whole range of ability and have been designed in partnership with employers and representatives of Higher Education to ensure their fitness for purpose in all sectors of employment. 

The titles of these Lines of Learning are:

· Construction and the Built Environment

· Engineering

· Creative and Media

· Society, Health and Development

· IT

· Business, Administration and Finance

· Manufacturing

· Hospitality and Catering

· Hair and Beauty

· Land Based and Environment

· Public Services

· Retail Business

· Sport and Active Leisure

· Travel and Tourism

Three more Diploma lines, in Science, Humanities and Languages are in the development phase.

The first teaching of Diplomas commenced in September 2008, on a pilot basis.   The Diplomas in this first phase were the five first titles shown in the list above.  This phase will be followed by increasing levels of delivery allocation made on an annual basis by submission to the Department for Children, Schools and Families (DCSF). 

Within Worcestershire there are five 14-19 consortia of schools, colleges and training providers, all of whom will be delivering Diplomas commencing from September 2009.  In the Redditch and Bromsgrove consortium (Forward),   Diplomas in Creative and Media, IT and Engineering and in the Wyre Forest consortium (ContinU) the Diploma in Construction and the Built Environment have been  delivered since September 2008.  By September 2009 Diploma delivery will be widespread across Worcestershire in nine of the Diplomas listed above.

Key to the effectiveness of Diploma delivery is the concept of delivery partnerships which should include the full range of learning providers for 14-19 year olds, together with representatives from industry and Higher Education.

The inclusion of employers and HE partners in delivery partnerships is designed to ensure that:

· diploma content is kept current;

· there are robust progression routes from the Diploma into both employment and HE;

· non-specialist teachers have support from outside experts.

Project Rationale

The project has sought to develop an awareness of Diplomas amongst staff at the university for a number of reasons:

· Admissions tutors will be receiving applications from learners who will hold the Level 3 (Advanced) Diploma for undergraduate programmes starting in September 2010

· Curriculum managers will wish to modify first year undergraduate programmes to ensure a continuum of learning from the Advanced Diploma

· The university will wish staff to become involved in Diploma design and delivery, as encouraged by DCSF.

Objectives of the Project
The principal objectives of the project have been to map progression from the Advanced Diploma into Level 4 courses at the University of Worcester in the following Lines of Learning:

· Creative and Media

· Society, Health and Development

· IT

· Business

· Sport

Project Methodology

The consultant has worked with the five faculties of the University in order to cross refer Level 4 courses and Diploma Level 3 content.  This has required:

· a general presentation on Diploma implementation to include rationale, timescale, delivery issues etc;

· an in-depth meeting within each faculty for the cross-referencing exercise;

· further work to examine the continua of learning between Level 3 programmes and first year curricula.

Key Outcomes from the project

The key outcome from this project has been the development of general awareness in the five academic areas of the university in which it is now the case that lead personnel have a detailed understanding of the Diploma and its impact on the university.  This awareness is manifested in the summaries that follow.

Institute of Sport and Exercise Science

The institute offers undergraduate courses as follows:

Outdoor Adventure Leadership (BSc Hons)

Physical Education (BSc Hons)

Sport and Exercise Psychology (BSc Hons)

Sport and Exercise Science (BSc Hons)

Sports Business Management (BSc Hons)

Sports Coaching and Management (HND)

Sports Coaching Science (BSc Hons)

Sports Studies (HND)

Sports Studies (BSc Hons)
Sports Performance and Coaching (HND)
It is the view of the institute that the content of the Diploma is very good preparation for the full range of undergraduate courses within it.

The institute welcomes, therefore, applications from students who hold the Advanced Diploma in Sport and Active Leisure.  Access to these courses is possible without interview, except in the case of the BSc in Sport and Exercise Science and the BSc in Outdoor Adventure Leadership Management  for which candidates will be invited for interview in order to demonstrate that they have sufficient scientific knowledge to undertake the course successfully.

Support for the SAL Diploma

The institute is willing to support the development of the Diploma through the provision of:

· expertise in Diploma planning

· access to the university’s resources

· themes for use in assignments

· mentoring for learners wishing to access HE

· information, advice and guidance

Future Development

In order to prepare for the arrival of Advanced Diploma learners the institute will undertake the following activities:

· whole staff awareness raising

· Education for admission tutors

· Curriculum development planning for progression routes for diploma learners
In order to undertake these activities the institute will need support from:
· Lifelong Learning Network

· Herefordshire and Worcestershire Local authorities: 14-19 partnerships
Worcester Business School 

The school offers undergraduate courses as follows:

BA (Hons) Business Management

BA (Hons) Management

BA (Hons) Marketing

BA (Hons) Advertising

BA (Hons) Business, Accountancy & Advertising

BA (Hons) Business, Accountancy & Economics 

BA (Hons) Business, Accountancy & HRM

BA (Hons) Business, Accountancy & Marketing 

BA (Hons) Business, Accountancy & Public Relations

BA (Hons) Business, Advertising & HRM

BA (Hons) Business, Advertising & Public Relations

BA (Hons) Business, Economics & Advertising

BA (Hons) Business, Economics & HRM

BA (Hons) Business, Economics & Public Relations

BA (Hons) Business, Innovation & Accountancy 

BA (Hons) Business, Innovation & Advertising

BA (Hons) Business, Innovation & HRM

BA (Hons) Business, Innovation & Management

BA (Hons) Business, Innovation & Marketing

BA (Hons) Business, Innovation & Public Relations

BA (Hons) Business, HRM & Public Relations 

BA (Hons) Business, Leadership & Innovation

BA (Hons) Business, Leadership & HRM

BA (Hons) Business, Leadership & Management

BA (Hons) Business, Management & Accountancy

BA (Hons) Business, Management & Advertising

BA (Hons) Business, Management & Economics

BA (Hons) Business, Management & HRM 

BA (Hons) Business, Management & Marketing

BA (Hons) Business, Management & Public Relations

BA (Hons) Business, Marketing & Advertising

BA (Hons) Business, Marketing & Economics

BA (Hons) Business, Marketing & HRM 

BA (Hons) Business, Marketing & Public Relations

BA (Hons) Marketing, Advertising & Public Relations

BA (Hons) Marketing, Advertising & Web Design

BSc (Hons) Computing

BSc (Hons) Business Information Technology

BSc (Hons) Networks and Information Security

BSc (Hons) Web Development

BSc (Hons) Computer Games and Multimedia Development 

It is the view of the school that the content and pedagogy of the Diploma is an excellent preparation for the full range of undergraduate courses within it.

The school welcomes, therefore, applications from students with either an Advanced Diploma or Progression diploma in any subject.  Access to these courses is possible without interview.
Support for the new diplomas
The school is willing to support the development of the Diploma through the provision of:

· mentoring for learners wishing to access HE

· information, advice and guidance

Future Development

In order to prepare for the arrival of the new diploma learners Worcester Business School will undertake the following activities:

· Staff awareness raising

· Liaise where necessary with other University departments to ensure a smooth transition of the learner into HE 
In order to undertake these activities the school will need support from:

· Lifelong Learning Network

· Admissions 
Institute of Health and Society

The Institute offers undergraduate courses as follows:
* FdA Health and Social Care

*FdA Learning Disabilities and Autism

*FdA Child and Adolescent Mental Health

*FdA Young People Services

*FdSc Pre Hospital Unscheduled and Emergency Care

*Fd Sc Health and Complementary Therapies

FdA Salon and Spa Management

*Dip HE/BSc (Hons) Nursing

*BSc (Hons) Midwifery 

*BSc (Hons) Sports Therapy

*BA (Hons) Social Work

BSc (Hons) Psychology

*BA (Hons) Social Welfare

BSc (Hons) Health and Wellbeing

BSc (Hons) Health Psychology

BSc (Hons) Health Management

*BA (Hons) Youth and Community 

It is the view of the Institute that the content and pedagogy of the Diploma is an excellent preparation for the full range of undergraduate courses within it.

The Institute welcomes applications from students who have successfully completed Advanced Diploma in Health and Social Care.   It should be noted, however, that offers to a significant number of courses within the Institute are subject to successful interview, Criminal Records Bureau Clearance and Health clearance (see courses with asterisks), in order to meet the professional requirements of the programmes. 

Support for the Health and Social Care Diploma

The Institute is willing to support the development of the Diploma through the provision of:

· expertise in Diploma planning

· access to the university’s resources

· themes for use in assignments

· mentoring for learners wishing to access HE

· information, advice and guidance
· taster events for learners thinking about undertaking courses in this Institute
In order to prepare for the arrival of Advanced Diploma learners the school will undertake the following activities:

· whole staff awareness raising

· review of entry qualifications to existing programmes
Institute of Humanities & the Creative Arts

The Institute offers undergraduate courses that are relevant as progression routes from the Creative and Media Diploma as follows:

Media and Cultural Studies

Creative Digital Media

Art and Design
Digital Film Production

Animation

Fine Art Practice

Graphic Design & Multimedia

Illustration

Screenwriting
Journalism

English Language Studies (includes Professional Writing)

English Literary Studies (includes Creative Writing)
It is the view of the Institute that the content and pedagogy of the Diploma is an excellent preparation for the above undergraduate courses.

The Institute welcomes, therefore, applications from students who hold the Advanced Diploma in Creative and Media.  Access to these courses is by interview for Diploma students in order that Course Leaders may give good advice to match the specific content of the Diploma held with the appropriate course. 

Support for the Diploma

The Institute is willing to support the development of the Diploma through the provision of:

· expertise in Diploma planning

· access to the University’s resources

· themes for use in assignments

· mentoring for learners wishing to access HE

· information, advice and guidance

Future Development

In order to prepare for the arrival of Advanced Diploma learners the Institute will undertake the following activities:

· whole staff awareness raising

· participation in the development of Partnership agreements with those regional providers who are offering the Diploma

· meeting with leaders of the Diploma 

· course development to ensure good progression for Diploma students

In order to undertake these activities the Institute will need support from:

UW Lifelong Learning Network to facilitate setting up a meeting of interested parties so as to avoid ad hoc duplication

UW Partnerships Office to facilitate partnership agreements to aid progression for Diploma students from named Schools and FEI to courses within the Institute

Funding for time for an Institute staff member to act as Institute facilitator/coordinator and to put forward course development proposals

Extending the Project to Birmingham University

The consultant was able to have two meetings with personnel from Birmingham University.  These meetings were held with the Director of the Lifelong Learning Network and a senior member of the Life Sciences Faculty.

The purpose of these two meetings was to open discussion on the possible progression opportunities into the faculty by learners who held an Advanced Diploma qualification.

It has already been established in the university that the Faculty of Engineering is willing to receive applications from learners holding the Advanced Diploma in the form of a Progression Diploma together with Maths A Level.  In light of this the faculty has already made formal links and held launch events at the university for the initiation of the Engineering Diploma with local consortia in Birmingham.

The consultant held discussions only in regard to progression into the Life Sciences faculty.  While at the present time access to undergraduate courses in this faculty are restricted to those who hold A Level qualifications, it was acknowledged that learners who had undertaken a Diploma in Society Health and Development (SHAD) might be good recruits to a number of courses.

Further discussion showed that a learner even more attractive to the university would be one who held the Progression Diploma together with an A Level in a relevant discipline.  For example it was suggested that the Progression Diploma plus an A Level in Biology might meet the entry requirements for nursing degrees, or when combined with a Sociology A Level the Diploma might meet the entry requirements for degrees in Applied Social Sciences.

Discussions are now taking place in the university in order to keep a watching brief on the development of Diplomas with a view to including them, alongside A Levels, for entry into selected undergraduate programmes.

