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	Background to Project

LLN Action plan Enda O Donnelly & Celia Barradell arising from Bridging Courses Meeting 3/7/09

Use Celia’s cohort as evidence of professional practice module and report on how it supports students to prepare for HE within vocational programme, plus Brigitte’s bridging



	Project Approach

Comparative review of four types of bridging programmes Enda O Donnelly Consultant

At the meeting in July, a number of options were identified as potential ways in which bridging provision might be developed with the help of the LLN within the partner institutions. In the chart (Annex 1), these options are compared and evaluated in terms of their relevance and appropriateness for supporting learners who may be following vocational Level 3 courses, such as BTEC National, to prepare for entry into higher education. 

The options reviewed are as follows:

1. The Extended Project within the 14-19 Diploma

2. NOCN Level 3 Certificate in Progression

3. BTEC National Art and Design Personal and Professional Practice Module

4. BTEC Early Years Professional Practice Module

5. Access to Birmingham Scheme provided by the University of Birmingham

	Describe project from start to finish

Enda O Donnelly and Celia Barradell looked at the BTEC National Art and Design Personal and Professional Practice Module and the NOCN Professional Practice Unit and decided to tailor the Btec unit into the NOCN Developing and Using Research Skills Level 3 Credit Value 6 for the purposes of the Pilot and being able to link closer to a University bridging link.

Comparative review of four types of bridging programmes Enda O Donnelly Consultant
The approach used by South Worcester College is to embed the bridging element within an existing BTEC module called Professional Practice within a two year BTEC National programme. Using a NOCN unit to structure the activities and research into higher education, the module is tailored and adapted to enable students to meet clear learning outcomes so that they both consider progression into higher education and develop the relevant underpinning knowledge and skills.

Celia Barradell rewrote the brief to fit the NOCN requirements 

AIM 

The aim of this brief is to create a Future Progression File to support you chosen Higher education progression route after college 

OBJECTIVES/OUTCOMES

The objective of the brief is to have examples of research into progression routes 

1. Education - UCAS application to university or college courses

PROJECT PROCESS

· The process will take one year and certain parts will be fulfilled at different times. 

· The scheme of work linked to unit criteria; use this as a check box to your progress.

FORMAT & ASSESSMENT EVIDENCE

A4 Future Progression File 

· Clearly labelled 

· Professionally displayed

Education  

Developing and Using Research Skills 1.1 2.1

UCAS application to university or college courses

Produce a UCAS form as part of the A & D course which includes

· Qualifications

· Employment details

· HE college details

· Course choices

· Personal statement

· Collect info from college web sites and send for prospectus to help you choose

· Collect UCAS application forms which have information on application and finance from the library

· Attend meetings giving finance information and write up how you feel about these

Developing and Using Research Skills 1.1 2.2 4.1

Research courses and colleges and  prepare for interview

· Attend the UCAS Event at University of Worcester

· You will visit colleges/websites and get the opportunity to go on HE college taster days.

· Portfolio preview & evaluate creative presentation of portfolio

· A mock interview

Developing and Using Research Skills 1.3 3.1

If you get University and College interviews, write up your experiences of:

· College interviews and experiences 

· College places offered

Developing and Using Research Skills 3.1 3.2 4.1 4.2

FORMAT & ASSESSMENT EVIDENCE

A4 Future Progression file 

· Clearly labelled and professionally and creatively presented

· Evaluate the creative presentation of your file

Students worked to this brief through taught lessons over the Autumn and Spring and Summer Terms. Where they explored the different aspects of the project and unit criteria and linking this to the students real experience of researching a future route to university. Questionnaires at the start and finish of the process where used to gauge how useful the pilot was to the students taking up university places or choosing to enter the world of employment as opposed to further study. This process is still continuing as students meet for finance talks or make choices as to which university to go to or not and the final assessment of their Future Progression File.




	Lessons Learned

Interim Report Enda O Donnelly 

The students made considerable progress in preparing and submitting applications for HE places. The bulk of their learning in this regard has focused on research into higher education, including the options available to them, developing relevant study skills and applying for places in higher education.

Although some information, for example, comparative data with the previous year, is not yet available, there is considerable evidence that the programme has already had a significant beneficial impact on the students involved and lessons have been learnt for the next year.

All students completed an initial questionnaire at the beginning of this programme. There was also a tutorial which confirmed much of what was gleaned from the questionnaire
. These early results are interesting as they address many of the questions and issues mentioned in the introduction to this report about the positive and negative aspects of higher education and their implications for this type of target group.

Contact with higher education

Most of the students had contact with a sibling or friend who was in higher education. Although this sample is very small and therefore no hard and fast conclusions can be drawn, it is interesting to see that those with the lowest level of confidence about higher education also had the lowest level of contact with it. 

This suggests that the visits, taster days and open days which provide opportunities for students to directly experience HE institutions are particularly helpful to boosting the motivation of such students.

Positive factors

The most important motivating factor, again consistent with other research, is the possibility of getting a good job and providing the basis within which the individual can realise their dreams of making money and provide a home and lifestyle that they desire. Some mentioned social factors such as making friends but these were secondary to the instrumental aim of using it to improve their social and economic position. 

This tends to suggest the importance of making direct links early on in the programme between the bridging course activities and job opportunities, as part of the research into higher education. The motivation is likely to be increased where there is a tangible relationship between the higher education qualification and the prospect of a ‘good job’.



	Recommendations Interim Report Enda O Donnelly 

The experience of the tutor confirmed the findings above. She had already identified the desirability for planning for an earlier intervention of this form of bridging provision for the next cohort. The pilot revealed a greater extent of under confidence on the part of students regarding higher education than she had anticipated. She therefore concluded that it would be helpful to start the process in year 1 of the two year programme so that more time was available to support students in developing their self assurance and self-belief as well as their skills. 

The tutor also considered that this form of bridging provision was realistic and could be sustained and extended to other Level 3 vocational programmes in the future. The pilot had provided a valuable opportunity to test the process and support needed and with some refinement could well become a tool for supporting progression within the college across a greater range of vocational programmes.

The tutor also considered that this form of bridging provision was realistic and could be sustained and extended to other Level 3 vocational programmes in the future. The pilot had provided a valuable opportunity to test the process and support needed and with some refinement could well become a tool for supporting progression within the college across a greater range of vocational programmes.



	Plans for Dissemination

Celia Barradell is planning her 2010-11 course with this bridging link happening in the Spring Term Year 1 as a series of tutorials, and to plan to continue this in Year 2 as a three term project to produce a progression portfolio through various classes and activities to raise of awareness of what is required to go on to HE and addressing any issues of concern. 
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