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	Title of Project 

Veterinary Nursing Formative Assessment Question Database/Bank



	Author

Angela North (on behalf of the veterinary nursing teams)



	Organisation

Pershore College (Warwickshire College)



	Employer Involvement (If Applicable)

n/a



	Background to Project

Working towards professional accreditation as a veterinary nurse involves the demonstrating of very detailed and specific knowledge and understanding of the professional body guidelines. In order to support undergraduates and also Level 3 students a database of multiple choice questions is considered an excellent preparatory method to support learners in preparation for external examinations.



	Project Approach

The course team identified areas of the professional standards for assessment and collated a range of multiple choice questions, which then underwent quality assurance to ensure questions were unambiguous and answers met the guidelines for MCQ presentation.



	Describe the Project from start to finish

Professional guidelines led to development of MCQs

Authors questions were subject to quality assurance checking and responded to recommendations to change.

An area of the VLE was set up to store the question bank

The approved MCQs created a respository of appropriate questions per subject.

Modules were set up and student cohort groups ‘enrolled’ onto the VLE module to access course notes

Module leaders select questions and set up an assessment – this can either be repetitive to allow self reflection and improvement or for progress reviews, in which case a Grade Book is established for the module.

Tutors can monitor student access to the assessment when free use, can monitor achievements and areas for improvement as well as grade progress.

This was then trialed with an identified group of students willing to provide feedback prior to wider use.



	Lessons Learned

A database of MCQ’s is never finished

Never ask a student the question ‘what would you do’ as the answer they give is always correct

Try to ensure questions posed are clear and concise. Lengthy questions can lead to confusion. Students need support in understanding how to undertake MCQ’s as tests.

Ensure all possible answers are of a consistent length

QA procedures should identify ambiguity or responses that can lead to confusion, when more then one answer could be correct etc.

QA procedures should analyse response rates to questions of each option – where respondents select equally from the options, the question should be reviewed.



	Recommendations

Students respond well to this type of assessment opportunity, particularly where the correct answer is justified or where an incorrect answer is explained.



	Plan for Dissemination

The idea was disseminated across sites within the Warwickshire College group.

We would be happy to present the concept at future LLN events.




