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PROJECT CLOSURE FORM


	Title of Project

Investigate the Approved Prior Learning and Approved Experiential Learning Processes in Further Education across Herefordshire


	Author

Brigitte Stockton


	Organisation

Nuclei Solutions


	Employer Involvement (If Applicable)

None


	Background to Project

The aim of the project is to investigate and understand current APL practice in FE colleges across the region and investigate if there is sufficient opportunity for sharing good practice across the region to assist in the progression of students to level 4 and 5 qualifications through the dissemination of generic advice. According to Obrey and Wood (2009)* there has been a gradual decrease in the number of students using APL/APEL to access HE from a vocational background.

A preliminary meeting has been held which included representation from a small number of FE colleges throughout the region. The group recommend that this project would be valuable piece of work.

* Obrey, D. and Wood, C. (2009) Tracking the Progression of Level 3 Vocational Learners into Higher Education within Herefordshire and Worcestershire:
A Comparative study of 2005/6, 2006/7, and 2007/8. Unpublished work


	Project Approach

• Nominate a project manager
• Desk based research on current practice of APL/APEL
• Identify person responsible for APL within the FE colleges
• Interview through telephone and visits appropriate persons within FECs
• Write up findings
• Present findings
• Evaluate project


	Describe the Project from start to finish

· Initial collation of primary information  through email surveys
· Assessed and evaluated survey results against government guidelines. 
· Desktop research to further  knowledge of HEFCE, QAA and other agency requirements to be established 
· Telephone interviews and some visits to validate information and enquire on issues raised through primary research.
· Key areas of good practice and common problems identified from Herefordshire, Worcestershire and alternate academic centres
· These are to then be discussed with colleges which have no current practice of accreditation to establish if the sharing of good practice would be beneficial to them.
· Identified recommendation to further APL/APEL


	Lessons Learned

From the initial research it can be ascertained that although in principle the higher education centres are in favour of adopting APEL or AEL policies, it is often difficult to implement across all subject areas as a cross college policy.

Three Key problems which have been identified are:

· Limited staff resources available to research implementation and initialise a whole centre policy 
· Dedicated, or newly appointed staff are not in place to develop the policy into an accepted method of accreditation across subject areas
· Lack of enquiries from prospective students


	Recommendations

· Development of whole centre policies
· A dedicated member of staff to establish and implement validation of procedures, clarity of accreditation and suitable methodology to the subject
· CPD for staff to raise awareness of procedures and benefits
· Pro-active marketing of APL/APEL to raise external awareness to potential students
· Pilot scheme of recommendations to establish benefits to other educational centres in Herefordshire and Worcestershire


	Plan for Dissemination

· Report to be forwarded to partners colleges and universities 
· Further dialogue to partner colleges to establish proceeding with future action research project
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