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RESEARCH INTO HIGHER EDUCATION PROVISION IN HEREFORDSHIRE

(Undertaken by Cath McGourty & Donna Obrey, Lifelong Learning Network for H&W)
1. BACKGROUND

This research has been undertaken to investigate higher education (HE) provision in Herefordshire.  The research looks at the HE provision available in Herefordshire over a 3 year period (2005/2006 – 2007/2008) together with the total number of students studying and Full Time Equivalents (FTEs); data has also been included on students from Herefordshire studying at the University of Worcester, its validated courses, and the Open University.

2. DATA COLLECTION

The data was collected for those HE Courses run by the following Level 4 providers:
· Hereford College of Arts
· Hereford Diocese

· Herefordshire College of Technology

· Herefordshire Group Training Association

· Open University

· Pershore Group of Colleges (Holme Lacy) – for data on 2005/6 and 2006/7
· Robert Owen Learning Academy
· University of Worcester

The following information was requested from each provider:

· List of the HE Courses (Level 4 and above) that ran during 2005/6, 2006/7 & 2007/8

· Number of Full-Time/Part-Time students on each course

· Number of Full Time Equivalents (FTEs) studying each course
3.
SUMMARY OF RESULTS
The main findings of the research are that from Academic Year 2005/6 to 2007/8 there has been:
· an overall increase of 33.5% in HE Course provision available to Herefordshire – there were 355 courses in 2005/6 compared with 474 courses in 2007/8
· a 1% decrease in Herefordshire students studying a HE course – there were 2,433 students in 2005/6 compared with 2,413 students in 2007/8.  Student numbers did increase by 3% (2,502 Students) in 2006/7 but subsequently decreased in 2007/8 - the most significant decreases in student numbers from 2006/7 to 2007/8, were part-time undergraduate students.
· an 8% decrease in Herefordshire FTEs studying a HE course – there was 1666.8 FTE in 2005/6 compared with 1529.9 FTE in 2007/8.  FTEs did decrease by 12% (1472.7 FTE) in 2006/7 but subsequently increased by 4% in 2007/8.
· HEFCE funded provision in the region has increased by 7% - they funded 86% (305 courses) of the region’s total course provision in 2005/6 compared with 93% (439 courses) in 2007/8
· a 15% increase in the proportion of Herefordshire students studying HEFCE funded courses – they accounted for 58% (1,410 students) in 2005/6 compared with 73% (1,770 students) in 2007/8.
Table 1:  Summary of the HE Courses, and their Student Numbers, available to Herefordshire from Academic Year 2005/6 to 2007/8 by Course Type
	Course Type
	No of Courses
	No of Students

	
	2005/2006
	2006/2007
	2007/2008
	2005/2006
	2006/2007
	2007/2008

	Foundation Degree
	15
	30
	33
	242
	271
	244

	Higher National Certificate/Diploma
	14
	12
	11
	152
	121
	97

	Honours Degree
	84
	108
	120
	670
	953
	1003

	Honours Degree Top-Up
	10
	11
	10
	74
	76
	95

	National Vocational Qualification
	13
	10
	7
	191
	43
	57

	Undergraduate Certificate
	31
	38
	40
	118
	122
	78

	Undergraduate Diploma
	51
	55
	61
	250
	213
	177

	Undergraduate - Misc
	12
	12
	15
	128
	154
	139

	Sub Total for Undergraduate Courses
	230
	276
	297
	1825
	1953
	1890

	Masters Degree/Postgraduate Diploma/Certificate
	101
	126
	142
	117
	142
	123

	MPhil/PhD
	2
	2
	2
	7
	8
	8

	Teacher Training
	14
	16
	26
	467
	395
	387

	Postgraduate – Misc
	8
	7
	7
	17
	4
	5

	Sub Total for Postgraduate Courses
	125
	151
	177
	608
	549
	523

	Total

	355

	427

	474

	2433
(1666.8 FTE)
	2502
(1472.7 FTE)
	2413
(1529.9 FTE)


Table 2:  Summary of HEFCE Funded Courses, and their Student Numbers, available from Academic Year 2005/6 to 2007/8

	Name of Provider
	No of Courses
	No of Students
	No of FTEs

	
	2005/2006
	2006/2007
	2007/2008
	2005/2006
	2006/2007
	2007/2008
	2005/2006
	2006/2007
	2007/2008

	Hereford College of Arts
	16
	20
	22
	283
	314
	348
	266.5
	301.4
	335.9

	Hereford Diocese
	0
	0
	1
	0
	0
	7
	0
	0
	3.5

	Herefordshire College of Technology
	11
	20
	24
	251
	263
	333
	138
	153
	226

	Open University
	203
	237
	268
	517
	852
	712
	185
	184
	187

	Pershore Group of Colleges (Holme Lacy)
	5
	6
	N/A
	81
	38
	N/A
	80
	37
	N/A

	University of Worcester
	70
	102
	124
	253
	281
	329
	172.9
	182.6
	205.6

	University of Worcester Validated Courses (with Worcestershire Partner Colleges)
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	25
	37
	41
	25
	30.6
	30.5

	Total
	305
	385
	439
	1410
	1785
	1770
	867.4
	888.6
	988.5


4.
RESEARCH FINDINGS

Chart 1a:
Number of Undergraduate/Postgraduate Courses available to Herefordshire from 2005/6 to 2007/8
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· There has been an overall increase in HE course provision of 33.5% from 2005/6 to 2007/8.  The split between Undergraduate (UG) and Postgraduate (PG) provision is:

· a 29% increase in UG course provision.
· a 42% increase in PG course provision.
Chart 1b:
Number of Students Studying on Undergraduate/Postgraduate Courses from 2005/6 to 2007/8
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· The number of Herefordshire students has not increased at the same rate as the courses.  Overall, there has been a decrease of 1% from 2005/6 to 2007/8.  The split between UG and PG students is:

· a 4% increase in UG students - the numbers did increase by 7% in 2006/7 but subsequently decreased by 3% in 2007/8.
· a 14% decrease in PG students.
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Chart 1c:

Number of Full-Time/Part-Time Students

undertaking HE Courses from 2005/6 to 2007/8
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· The number and proportion of part-time students has decreased from 2005/6 to 2007/8.  In 2005/6, 57% of students were part-time compared with 55% in 2007/8.

· The number and proportion of full-time students has subsequently increased from 2005/6 to 2007/8.  In 2005/6, 43% of students were full-time compared with 45% in 2007/8.
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Chart 2a:

Number of HE Courses available at each Provider from 2005/6 to 2007/8
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· With the exception of HGTA, all providers have increased provision (or remained the same) from 2005/6 to 2007/8.
· Overall, the Open University have the largest number of HE courses available.  However in Herefordshire, the largest provider of HE is Herefordshire College of Technology.
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Chart 2b:

Number of Students undertaking HE Courses at each Provider from 2005/6 to 2007/8
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· A number of providers have experienced a decrease in student numbers in 2007/8, the most significant decreases have been at HGTA, OU and ROLA.
· The only institutions to increase their Herefordshire student numbers each year were HCA and UW.
· The only Herefordshire-based provider that has increased its student numbers from 2005/6 to 2007/8 is HCA with an overall increase of 23%.
· The Herefordshire-based provider with the highest number of HE students is Herefordshire College of Technology.

Chart 2c:

Full Time Equivalents (FTEs) undertaking HE Courses at each Provider from 2005/6 to 2007/8
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· The majority of providers have experienced an increase in FTEs, or at least remained consistent, in 2007/8.

· The most significant decreases in FTEs have been at HGTA and ROLA.

· Overall, the University of Worcester had the highest number of Herefordshire FTEs each year.

· The Herefordshire-based provider with the highest number of FTEs in 2005/6 was ROLA, however in 2006/7 and 2007/8 this was Hereford College of Arts.
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Chart 3a:
Number of HE Courses available by Course Type from 2005/6 to 2007/8
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The type of HE course with the highest:

· percentage increase in provision is Foundation Degrees which have increased by 120% from 2005/6 to 2007/8.
· increase in the number of courses is the Masters Degree/Postgraduate Diploma/Certificate with an additional 41 courses becoming available from 2005/6 to 2007/8.
· percentage decrease in provision is NVQs which have decreased by 46% from 2005/6 to 2007/8.

· decrease in the number of courses is the NVQ with a reduction of 6 courses from 2005/6 to 2007/8.

Chart 3b:
Number of Students undertaking each Type of HE Course from 2005/6 to 2007/8
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The type of HE course with the highest:

· percentage increase in students is Honours Degrees which have increased by 50% from 2005/6 to 2007/8.

· increase in the number of students is the Honours Degree with an additional 333 students from 2005/6 to 2007/8.

· percentage decrease in student numbers is NVQs which have decreased by 70% from 2005/6 to 2007/8.

· decrease in the number of students is the NVQs with a reduction of 134 students from 2005/6 to 2007/8.
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Chart 4a:
Number of Undergraduate/Postgraduate Courses

available from 2005/6 to 2007/8 by Funding Provider
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· HEFCE have remained the largest funding provider, funding around 93% of all HE in the region in 2007/8 - this is an increase of 7% from 2005/6 when they funded 86% of HE in the region.

Chart 4b:

Number of Undergraduate/Postgraduate Students

studying from 2005/6 to 2007/8 by Funding Provider
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· The percentage of students studying HEFCE funded courses in the region has increased from 58% in 2005/6 to 73% to 2007/8.
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5.
NOTES

Please note the following points in relation to the data shown:

i. The data relating to 2007/2008 student numbers were collected in December 2007/January 2008 therefore there may be additional registrations during the remainder of the year at each provider.

ii. UW validated courses with Worcestershire FE Colleges have only been included where students from Herefordshire are studying.

iii. Includes all UW based courses with the exception of those run in association with a Herefordshire FE College as these have been shown in their numbers.

iv. UW Honours Degrees are shown by lead subject only and do not include the combination of pathways.

v. The way in which the OU and UW report their postgraduate courses are different.  UW Postgraduate Diploma/MA/MSc have been shown as the higher level qualification ‘Masters Degree’ whereas the OU have split their courses in to Masters Degree, Postgraduate Diploma, Postgraduate Certificate.

vi. PGCE’s have been recorded by the various routes available (e.g. Primary, Secondary) but have not been split in to subject areas (e.g. English, Geography, Physical Education).

vii. ‘Undergraduate – Misc’ category consists of awards such as Introductory Executive Diploma, Professional Certificate, Graduate Certificate/Diploma, AAT, ACCA, Registered Teacher Programme, Enrolled Nurse Conversion Course.

viii. ‘Postgraduate – Misc’ category consists of awards such as Professional Diploma, Executive Diploma, Advanced Diploma.
ix. The data includes LSC funded courses (e.g. such as NVQs) that are not technically classed as HE but carry a notional Level 4/5 award.

x. An assumption has been made, that unless otherwise stated, all Teacher Training courses are funded by the TDA.

xi. Where this research reports on ‘Courses’, this equates to ‘Awards’ at the Open University.
xii. Pershore Group of Colleges (Holme Lacy) courses for 2007/8 are shown under Herefordshire College of Technology due to a merger in August 2007.
� 	In order to obtain the student numbers, the total number studying were used as a basis for the Herefordshire-based providers however only those students with a Herefordshire postcode were identified as student numbers for the Open University and the University of Worcester






