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	Title of Project
Stakeholder event for conversion of HNC/HND Counselling



	Author
Liz Davies-Ward


	Organisation

Herefordshire College of Technology


	Employer Involvement (If Applicable)

Yes


	Background to Project
Herefordshire College of Technology deliver a very successful HNC/HND Counselling programme. However, the British Association of Counselling Practitioners (BACP) has indicated that future counselling practitioners will require a degree in counselling in order to practice. Therefore it seems timely to convert the current programme to an FD in Counselling and develop a Top-Up programme  


	Project Approach
The stakeholder event was a means of bringing together key stakeholders across the two counties to debate and discuss the merits of developing a degree level programme.


	Describe the Project from start to finish
The event was held at Herefordshire College of Technology and was attended by almost 60 people from around the county. A spokesperson from BACP gave the keynote speech followed by a presentation by Sue Cuthbert from the University who talked about the Foundation Degree.

The evening was attended by employers, students and counselling practitioners.



	Lessons Learned
The importance of holding such an event in order to establish need and demand


	Recommendations
It was recommended that the college go ahead and develop an FD Counselling with Top-up to full honours.
It was also recommended that a project manager be appointed to undertake this development.



	Plan for Dissemination
The programme will be marketed across the two counties as soon as it is validated



