Lifelong Learning Network: Herefordshire and Worcester
E-Learning Taster Project

Careers in the Creative Industries

Introduction 
This e-learning taster project has focussed on developing two distinct sector taster pages for the Wider Horizons website. Hereford College of Arts (HCA) focused on Illustration BA and Textile Design BA as these courses are particularly strong and are both popular sectors in the Creative Industries. The project aimed to enhance information for students seeking progression routes into a career in the Creative Industries and specifically isolates subject specific routes from Further Education to Higher Education.    
Process of project
In order to clearly map and identify FE and HE provision in these subject areas, two progression flow charts have been designed specifically for Illustration BA and Textile Design BA. These flow charts show possible progression from non-traditional and traditional routes to the sector specific areas.  Desk and telephone research was undertaken to establish and map regional FE and HE provision and identify key regional institutions offering subject specific courses. The flow charts have been designed to be clear, colourful and easy to follow for students, yet incorporating as much information as possible. Potential career opportunities in Textile Design and Illustration are also highlighted on the charts. The flow charts go into detail about the different courses available at all levels and clearly demonstrate the options available to students. Text has been limited to make good use of the space and to not overwhelm students with the too many possible options. The use of arrows and different coloured boxes show clearly the different levels of study and should limit any previous confusion. A list of all institutions is at the bottom of the document for students to link up which courses are available at which regional Institutions. 
In-depth case studies were made from interviews with two Graduates and aimed to identify their experiences of progression and their success after graduating. A graduate from BA (Hons) Illustration (graduated 2006) and a graduate from BA (Hons) Textile Design (graduated 2009) were selected based on their experiences and success after completing their Higher Education courses. Interview questions were written in advance and were focused on capturing good quality information in the short time the graduates had to spare. Interviews were recorded using an audio recording device and transcribed at a later date. The questions covered areas such as educational background and progression routes to HE, studying at HCA, benefits of HE, advice for students going into the sector, and information regarding successes during their studies and after graduating. Both graduates fully support students progressing to HE and both agree that their success is a direct result of HE study. They also both go into detail about the success they have had during their studies and highlight the fact that after graduation they have moved into their industry sectors after their studies and are making a living out of it. These case studies are inspirational and have been written to inspire and motivate students. The graduates are enthusiastic about their experiences and have both been supportive and complementary of the HCA courses in those specific areas.  The case studies were uploaded for each taster page and the content was carefully selected to cut down on the length of the case studies. 
Interviews were also carried out with two members of HCA staff who are both practitioners in their sectors outside their academic roles. Interview questions were drafted in advance and were written to incorporate the objectives of the project. The questions related to their own progression routes through education, advice for students regarding interviews, the advantages of progressing to HE, advice on maximising opportunities whilst studying, and also information regarding their industry work outside HCA.  The case studies aim to advise students on how to prepare for an interview and what tutors particularly look for. They will also give students an understanding of how they can make the most of their studies and the qualities that are needed to succeed in the sectors. 
Major Outcomes

The taster pages give information, advice and guidance to prospective HE students enhancing the information available for careers routes specifically into Textile Design BA and Illustration BA. The taster pages will help students when applying to HE as the progression flow charts clearly identify courses at regional colleges with appropriate routes to HE provision the staff case studies aim to state what tutors look for at the interview stage. 

The project has created a bridge between FE and HE aiming to widen participation in HE. The progression flow charts demonstrate non-traditional routes to Higher Education and highlights career opportunities. It must also be noted that both graduates that took part in the case studies applied to HE after a gap in their education and both decided to return to studying. The fact that they have both successfully completed their degrees and are working successfully in their sector industry serves to inspire and encourage students from a widening participation background to progress onto HE and pursue a career in the Creative Industries. 

Lessons Learned

The project timeframe was extended due to work commitments of HCA staff and limited time available during the summer term. 
The availability of staff and graduates for the case studies was also problematic and had an impact on the time taken to complete the project.  
How will the project be evaluated?

An evaluation and Wider Horizons review from H&W LLN technical development team would provide evidence of the project’s success 
A record of the number of hits the taster pages receive in any given period would also be an important factor in determining the impact of the project. 

An online questionnaire capturing student responses would also be beneficial to identify areas the students found useful and areas that may not have worked well from a student point of view.  
How will the project be sustained?
HCA staff have access to Wider Horizons to review and update content and visual materials at any time. The progression flow charts will need to be updated to include any new courses available in the region or any courses that may have been cancelled since the flow charts were created. 
